WHAT'S HAPPEN I NG ...
PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPARTMENT

■

MAINE MEDICAL CENTER

■

PORTLAND, MAINE 04102

March 20, 19 72
co�TTRA CTS SIGNED
Con tracts for a half-million dollars worth of construction on the Richards 8th
floor and the rear basement were signed last week. The RS shell floor, built in 1969
in anticipation of further space needs, will house a completely new cardiac diagnostic
facility, largest in the Northeast. The companion contract calls for remodeling the
present Orthopedic entrance and providing pedestrian access to the Admitting lobby.
Work will begin immediately.
THE RAMP IS UP
Workmen poured the top level of the parking ramp last week, completing the basic
structure. The finishing work will include the elevators and stairwells, and the
painting of some vital directional signs and level numbers. Opening is slated in
May or early June.
MORE ON THE R.AJ.'1P
The ramp's effect on the nearby area was noticeable last week when crews demol
ished three old houses across from its Gilman Street entrance. This will be the site
of a professional office building to be built this Spring by Drs. Godsoe, Rogers,
Brinkman and ot hers... Last week, we discovered that the full name of the lady.who's
setting up the parking system for all the lots and the ramp itself is Ruth Abbie
McLucas Plaisted. Can you think of a more appropriate set of initials? .... Now that:
a million tons of steel and cement covers the site of the old tennis courts, it
see.med the r:'..fht time, .:'..ast wee�-:, to present the ol<l tenni.s --::oult kc/S Lv the rt�'
ctepartment.
SPEECH THERAPIST
Miss Patricia Jean Derr, who received her Master's degree in speech pathology
from tI1e University of Virgiftia in February, has joined the staff of the department
of medical rehabilitation. She's employed by Northeast Hearing and Speech Center,
and assigned to MMC. Eldest child of a Navy family, Miss Derr has lived in many
U.S. and overseas communities, received her BA from Miami (Ohio) University, and
is an aircraft pilot.
BEGIN LPN STUDIES
Two former dietary employees, Kathy Champagne arid Eleanor Schoolcraft, are
members of the class that begins today at the Maine School of Practical Nursing.
NEW ASSIGNMENT
Mrs. Margaret Howard, R. N. , nurse-clinician in Pediatrics since August, 1969,
starts new duties today as nurse clinician, child psychology, Community Mental
Health Center. Mrs. Iloward, first graduate of the Colby College Nursing program
in 1947, has been active in nursing ever since. She has been nurse director of
the MMC/U of M Pediatric Nurse Associate program since its inception in 1969,
and was nurse coordinator of the Family Nurse Associate program in 1971-72. She
is president of the Western District, Maine State Nurses' Association, and President
of the Hospital Chaplaincy Board.
THE BOSTON BUS
By late Friday, seven persons had indicated they'd like· to go along on a bus
trip to Boston on Saturday, April 15. It' 11 take more than that for a decision,
and Marge Harris hopes many more will come forward. Public Relations Office can
be reached at 2196.
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